
Samuel, the Judge 

1 Samuel 7:2-17  

Big Idea : Samuel told Israel to get rid of  their 

idols and turn back to God; the people obeyed 

and God gave them victory.  

Aim : To teach that God rescues and restores 

those who truly repent and come to him through 

Jesus. 



Review 
•What did Samuel hear?  
[Someone calling his name (3:4, 6, 8)]  

•What did he think this was?  

[Eli calling him (3:5–6, 8)]  

•What was it really?  
[The word of  the Lord (3:4, 6, 8, 10)] 



Activity


Emoji match
Read out the sentences on the list below and let the children 

pick an emoji that they feel best describes the sentence
Talk about how some people thought that different 
reactions were appropriate in different situations.  

Point to the sad emoticon and explain that in 
today’s true story from the Bible all the Israelites 

were sad and needed to do something because of  
this. 
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• Emotimatch. 

• When you find a spider in your lunchbox 

• When you stub your toe 

• When you hear a joke 

• When your mom buys you chocolate 

• When you have to do chores 

• When you get told we are going into lockdown 

• When your dog dies 

• When a friend trips and falls 

• When you score a goal  

• When you get chosen for the A team 

• When you get 90% for an exam 

• When you realise it’s the weekend 

• When you accidentally behave like a fool 

• When you get break DT 

• When your friends are unkind 

• When you feel annoyed 

• When your mom catches you doing something you aren’t allowed to do 

• When you try show off but it fails



READ 
•































7KH�$UN�LV�FDSWXUHG ��6DPXHO����

7KH�LPDJHV�LQ�WKLV�%LEOH�VWRU\�FDQ�EH�GRZQORDGHG�DEVROXWHO\�IUHH
IURP�ZZZ�IUHHELEOHLPDJHV�RUJ�LQ�3RZHU3RLQW��.H\QRWH��-3(*�RU�3')
IRUPDWV� �7KLV �6WRU\ �3ODQQHU �VKRZV �ZKDW �LV �KDSSHQLQJ �LQ �HDFK
VFHQH��5HDG�WKH�DFFRXQW�IURP�WKH�%LEOH�DQG�WKHQ�SODQ�KRZ�\RX�ZLOO
WHOO�WKH�VWRU\��7KHUH�LV�D�VSDFH�IRU�\RXU�QRWHV��<RX�FDQ�GHOHWH�DQ\
LPDJHV�VOLGHV�\RX�GRQcW�UHTXLUH�DQG�DGG�\RXU�RZQ�DV�QHHGHG�

'HVFULSWLRQ ,PDJH 0\�QRWHV

� +DQQDK�SUD\HG�WKDW�LI
*RG�JDYH�KHU�D�VRQ��VKH
ZRXOG�JLYH�KLP�EDFN�WR
*RG�WR�VHUYH�+LP��(OL�WKH
+LJK�3ULHVW�VDLG��b*RG
KDV�KHDUG�\RXU�SUD\HU�
0D\�+H�JLYH�\RX�ZKDW
\RX�DVN�c�+DQQDK�GLG
KDYH�D�VRQ�DQG�VKH
FDOOHG�KLP�6DPXHO
�ZKLFK�PHDQV�bKHDUG�E\
*RGc���6KH�NHSW�KHU
SURPLVH�DQG��ZKHQ
6DPXHO�ZDV�ROG�HQRXJK�
VKH�WRRN�KLP�WR�(OL�VR
6DPXHO�FRXOG�VHUYH�*RG
DW�WKH�7DEHUQDFOH�

� 6DPXHO�VHUYHG�WKH�/RUG
ZLWK�DOO�KLV�KHDUW�HYHQ
WKRXJK�(OLcV�VRQV�
+RSKQL�DQG�3KLQHKDV�
ZKR�ZHUH�ROGHU�WKDQ
6DPXHO��GLG�QRW��7KH\
ZRXOG�VWHDO�DQG�WUHDW
WKH�VHUYDQWV�EDGO\��7KH\
GHOLEHUDWHO\�GLVREH\HG
WKHLU�IDWKHU�(OL�DQG�GLG
QRW�VKRZ�KLP�UHVSHFW�
7KH�JUHHG\�SDLU�JRW�IDW
IURP�IHDVWLQJ�RQ�DOO�WKH
EHVW�RdHULQJV�WKDW�ZHUH
VXSSRVHG�WR�EH
VDFULeFHG�WR�*RG�



� 2QH�QLJKW�*RG�VSRNH�WR
6DPXHO�DERXW�(OL�DQG�KLV
VRQV��:KHQ�(OL�DVNHG
6DPXHO�ZKDW�*RG�KDG
VDLG�6DPXHO�GLG�QRW
ZDQW�WR�WHOO�KLP��EXW�(OL
LQVLVWHG��<RXQJ�6DPXHO
EURNH�WKH�EDG�QHZV�WKDW
(OL�DQG�KLV�VRQV�ZHUH
JRLQJ�WR�GLH�LQ�WKH�YHU\
QHDU�IXWXUH��(OL�NQHZ�KH
KDG�OHW�KLV�VRQV�GR
ZURQJ�DQG�*RG�ZDV�QRW
JRLQJ�WR�OHW�WKHP�JHW
DZD\�ZLWK�LW�DQ\�PRUH�
b/HW�WKH�/RUG�GR�ZKDW�+H
WKLQNV�LV�EHVW�c�(OL�VDLG�
DV�KH�KXQJ�KLV�KHDG�LQ
VDGQHVV�DQG�VKDPH�

� 6RPH�WLPH�ODWHU��DIWHU�D
GHIHDW�LQ�D�EDWWOH�ZLWK
WKH�3KLOLVWLQHV��WKH
,VUDHOLWHV�KDG�DQ�LGHD
KRZ�WR�GHIHDW�WKHLU
HQHPLHV��7KH\�WKRXJKW�LI
WKH\�FDUULHG�WKH�$UN�RI
WKH�&RYHQDQW�RI�WKH�/RUG
LQWR�EDWWOH�WKH\�FRXOG
QRW�ORVH��7KH�$UN�ZDV
KRO\�DQG�D�V\PERO�RI
*RGcV�SUHVHQFH�DQG
SRZHU��)RROLVKO\��+RSKQL�
3KLQHKD�DQG�RWKHU
SULHVWV��FDUULHG�WKH�$UN
RI�WKH�&RYHQDQW�LQWR
EDWWOH�DJDLQVW�WKH
3KLOLVWLQHV�WKH�QH[W�GD\�



� (OL�SXW�D�FKDLU�MXVW
RXWVLGH�WKH�FLW\�JDWH�VR
KH�FRXOG�JHW�WKH�QHZV
DERXW�WKH�EDWWOH�DV�VRRQ
DV�SRVVLEOH��+H�ZDV�YHU\
ROG�QRZ�DQG�FRXOG
KDUGO\�VHH��)LQDOO\�D
PHVVHQJHU�FDPH
UXQQLQJ�IURP�WKH�EDWWOH
ZLWK�QHZV��7KH�,VUDHOLWHV
KDG�EHHQ�EHDWHQ�EDGO\
ZLWK�WKH�ORVV�RI�RYHU
WKLUW\�WKRXVDQG�PHQ�
b,cP�VRUU\�WR�WHOO�\RX�WKLV
(OL��EXW�\RXU�WZR�VRQV
ZHUH�NLOOHG�DQG�WKH
3KLOLVWLQHV�KDYH
FDSWXUHG�WKH�$UN�RI�WKH
&RYHQDQW�RI�WKH�/RUG�c�$
VKRFNHG�(OL�WKUHZ
KLPVHOI�EDFN�DQG�KLV
FKDLU�IHOO�EDFNZDUGV��(OL
EURNH�KLV�QHFN�DQG�GLHG�
(YHU\WKLQJ�*RG�KDG�WROG
6DPXHO�\HDUV�HDUOLHU�KDG
FRPH�WUXH�

� 6R�QRZ�WKH�3KLOLVWLQHV
KDG�7KH�$UN�RI�WKH
&RYHQDQW�RI�WKH�/RUG�
7KH\�WRRN�LW�EDFN�ZLWK
WKHP�WR�WKH�WRZQ�RI
$VKGRG�DQG�SXW�LW�LQ�WKH
WHPSOH�QH[W�WR�WKHLU�eVK
JRG��'DJRQ�

� 7KDW�QLJKW��D�VWUDQJH
WKLQJ�KDSSHQHG��7KH
VWRQH�JRG��'DJRQ��IHOO
IDFH�GRZQ�LQ�IURQW�RI�7KH
$UN�RI�WKH�&RYHQDQW�RI
WKH�/RUG�

� 7KH�3KLOLVWLQHV�JDWKHUHG
DQG�KRLVWHG�'DJRQ�EDFN
XS�DJDLQ�



� 7KH�QH[W�PRUQLQJ��ZKHQ
WKH�3KLOLVWLQH�GLYLQHUV
VKRZHG�XS��'DJRQ�KDG
IDOOHQ�DJDLQ�EHIRUH�7KH
$UN�RI�WKH�&RYHQDQW��EXW
WKLV�WLPH�KLV�DUPV�ZHUH
EURNHQ�Rd�DQG�KLV�KHDG
ZDV�LQ�WKH�GRRUZD\�RI
WKH�WHPSOH��7KH�GLYLQHUV
ZHUH�VKRFNHG��7KH\
FDOOHG�WKH�OHDGHUV�RI
$VKGRG�DQG�VDLG��b:H
KDYH�WR�JHW�ULG�RI�WKH
$UN��1RW�RQO\�KDV�'DJRQ
EHHQ�GDPDJHG��EXW�WKH
SHRSOH�RI�WKH�WRZQ�DUH
DOO�JHWWLQJ�VLFN�c

�� 7KH�OHDGHUV�DJUHHG��b/HW
XV�VHQG�WKH�$UN�WR�WKH
FLW\�RI�*DWK�c�$QG�VR
WKH\�GLG��3UHWW\�VRRQ�
SHRSOH�LQ�WKH�3KLOLVWLQH
FLW\�RI�*DWK�ZHUH
SODJXHG�ZLWK�VLFNQHVV
DQG�WKHUH�ZHUH�IURJV
HYHU\ZKHUH��6R�WKH
FLWL]HQV�RI�*DWK�GHFLGHG
WR�JHW�ULG�RI�WKH�$UN�DQG
VHQW�LW�WR�WKH�QHDUE\�FLW\
RI�(NURQ�c

�� 7KH�SHRSOH�RI�(NURQ�KDG
DOUHDG\�KHDUG�DERXW
ZKDW�KDSSHQHG�LQ
$VKGRG�DQG�*DWK��VR
ZKHQ�WKH\�VDZ�WKH�DUN
FRPLQJ�RYHU�WKH�KLOO�WR
WKHLU�FLW\��WKH\�FULHG�
b1R��:H�GRQcW�ZDQW�WKH
$UN�c�(YHQ�EHIRUH�LW�KDG
UHDFKHG�WKHLU�FLW\�
SHRSOH�ZHUH�IDOOLQJ�VLFN
DQG�EHLQJ�SODJXHG�E\
IURJV��7KH�$UN�ZDV
PRYHG�RQ�WR�eYH�FLWLHV
LQ�DOO�DQG�UHPDLQHG�LQ
3KLOLVWLQH�WHUULWRU\�IRU�D
WRWDO�RI�VHYHQ�PRQWKV�



�� 7KH�WURXEOHG�3KLOLVWLQHV
WRRN�WZR�FRZV�DQG
KLWFKHG�WKHP�WR�D�FDUW�LQ
WKH�PLGGOH�RI�D�eHOG��7KH
$UN�DQG�D�JXLOW�RdHULQJ
ZDV�SODFHG�LQ�WKH�FDUW�
7KH\�GHFLGHG��LI�WKH
FRZV�EHJDQ�WR�KHDG
WRZDUG�WKH�,VUDHOLWH
WHUULWRU\��WKH\�ZRXOG
NQRZ�WKHLU�WURXEOHV�ZHUH
FDXVHG�E\�WKH�*RG�RI
,VUDHO��,I�QRW��WKHQ�DOO
WKHVH�GLVHDVHV�DQG�IURJV
ZHUH�MXVW�D�FRLQFLGHQFH�c

�� 6XUH�HQRXJK��WKH�FRZV
ZHQW�VWUDLJKW�WRZDUG
%HWK�VKHPHVK�LQ
,VUDHOLWH�WHUULWRU\��6RPH
RI�WKH�3KLOLVWLQHV
IROORZHG�WKH�FRZV�XQWLO
WKH\�UHDFK�WKH�ERUGHU�DW
%HWK�VKHPHVK��:KHQ
WKH�,VUDHOLWHV�VDZ�WKH
$UN�RI�WKH�&RYHQDQW�RI
WKH�/RUG�UHWXUQLQJ�RQ�D
FDUW�EHLQJ�SXOOHG�E\�WZR
FRZV��WKH\�ZHUH
RYHUMR\HG��7KH�FRZV
VWRSSHG�DW�D�ODUJH�URFN�
ZKLFK�WKH�,VUDHOLWHV
WXUQHG�LQWR�DQ�DOWDU�WR
PDNH�VDFULeFHV�WR�*RG�
7KH�3KLOLVWLQH�UXOHUV�ZKR
ZDWFKHG�IURP�D
GLVWDQFH��WKHQ�UHSRUWHG
EDFN�WR�WKHLU�FLWLHV�



�� 6DPXHO�FDOOHG�DOO�WKH
,VUDHOLWHV�WRJHWKHU��b,I
\RX�DUH�VHULRXV�DERXW
UHWXUQLQJ�WR�WKH�/RUG�
JHW�ULG�RI�DOO�\RXU�LGROV
DQG�REH\�*RG��WKHQ�+H
ZLOO�SURWHFW�\RX�IURP�WKH
3KLOLVWLQHV�c�7KH�SHRSOH
DJUHHG�DQG�JDWKHUHG�DW
0L]SDK�WR�RdHU
VDFULeFHV��IDVW�DQG
FRQIHVV�WR�WKH�/RUG�
:KHQ�WKH�3KLOLVWLQHV
KHDUG�DERXW�WKLV
JDWKHULQJ��WKH\�GHFLGHG
WR�DWWDFN��7KH�IULJKWHQHG
,VUDHOLWHV�FULHG�RXW�WR
6DPXHO��b3OHDG�ZLWK�WKH
/RUG�WR�VDYH�XV�c�6DPXHO
SUD\HG��$�ORXG�YRLFH
FDPH�IURP�KHDYHQ�DQG
FRQIXVHG�WKH�3KLOLVWLQH
DUP\��7KH�3KLOLVWLQHV
ZHUH�GHIHDWHG�DQG�WKH
,VUDHOLWHV�OLYHG�LQ�SHDFH
IRU�WKH�UHVW�RI�6DPXHOcV
OLIH�

��



What we learnt

https://youtu.be/bU47lIWe7G0



Do you know why God knocked over the statue of 
Dagon? The ark represented God’s presence, and the idol 
to Dagon represented the false worship of the Philistines. 
No false god would be allowed to stand above the Lord 

God. So God himself tore down the Philistine idol.  
Sin cannot stand in God’s presence. That is why the cross 

is so important for us. As sinners, we cannot live in the 
presence of a holy God. We need our sin taken away. That 

is what Jesus did for us on the cross. He took the 
punishment for our sin so we could be forgiven. ONCE we 
are forgiven, we can enter God’s presence without fear.



Game - Repent

God wants your heart

 Tell the kids that this is what our lesson is about 
today. God has always wanted one thing from us and 
that is for Him to have 1st place in our hearts because 

He knows that until we make Him our number one 
priority, we will never be truly happy



https://youtu.be/IlY_DUp49-4

watch 



• Why were the Israelites sad? [They were sorry for turning away from 
God to idols (7:2-3)]  

• What did Samuel tell them to do? [Get rid of  other idols and love God 
wholeheartedly (7:3)]  

• What was the result? [They did as Samuel said and God gave them 
victory (7:4, 12-13)]  

• What does repentance mean?  

• What does true repentance look like?  

• How is this different to just regret/feeling sorry?  

• Is repentance something we do only once when we trust in Jesus?  

• Why/why not? 

• Does God always give us victory in this life? What does he promise to 
those who truly repent? 

discuss 



• Remind the children that in today’s true story from the Bible the 

Israelites were sorry for the way they had treated God – they threw 

away the things that kept them from loving God as they should and 
turned back to him. 


• Repentance is something we keep doing daily, it’s not a once off 
action and we do this to make sure that God always stays our 

number one priority and object of worship 

Game


No idols

repent 



TALK ABOUT IT

https://youtu.be/SsDsua7SQKY



•Help the children to think through some of the 
things that they might idolise at their age.  

•Talk about each one and why they love them so 
much. How do these things compare to God?  

•How long will each last?  
•What is each able to do for the children?  
•What would repentance look like in regard to 
each of these things?  

•Does it mean that they throw them in the bin?  
•Or does it mean they put each thing in its right 
place, beneath God and our friendship with him? 



Sing
https://youtu.be/lznipA86FQo



Memory 
verse

https://youtu.be/ug1OrL57YhI
I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the 

Father except through me. - John 14:6



Memory verse 

I have hidden your word in my heart that I might 
not sin against you.

Psalm 119:11

https://youtu.be/TT0CcI5g2p4
Click here for some help in learning 
the verse… get going - next week 

we have another one!

DON’T FORGET TO KEEP PRACTICING THIS ONE



Dear Heavenly Father 
Please would you help us to come to know you more and more each 

week through your word and through studying the bible together every 
Sunday. 

Would you help us to remember that we are all sinners who need to be 
saved. Would you help us to daily turn to you, our good God for salvation. 
Please would you help us to each and every day see how wonderful and 
worthy you are of being our top priority in life and help us to worship You 

and You alone. 
Amen

Pray


